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Re: ‘Biden must include
Congress to build climate
consensus,’ Jan. 31

The recent editorial in oppo-
sition to President Biden’s ener-
gy initiatives misses the big
picture.

The gradual transition to a
clean-energy economy is not
optional, and Biden is taking
steps to put the nation on a
path to achieve it.

Unless you imagine that in
2050 we’ll still be driving gas-
powered cars and generating
electricity with methane, you
must concede that fundamen-
tal changes are necessary.

They won’t happen over-

night, so we have to start work-
ing on them today.

The Biden administration is
acutely aware of the jobs ques-
tion, and that’s obvious if you
look at the stated goals. Mil-
lions of new jobs are coming.

The government should put
safety nets in place to protect
displaced workers, but will Re-
publicans in Congress agree to
fund such programs?

Economic disruption is deep-
ly entrenched in the U.S. econo-
my’s very nature, and the tran-
sition away from fossil fuels
may be the greatest disruption
in our history.

But we cannot deny its ur-
gency, and we cannot delay its

implementation.
— Frederick Hewett

Cambridge

First Amendment crazy
dance

When our Founding Fathers
crafted the First Amendment
news traveled by a different
route.

Soap boxes were indeed set
up for people to shout the news
to passersby. Newspapers were
laboriously printed and distrib-
uted by horse and buggy. Libel
laws existed then as today and
were enforced by courts.

Never ever did our founders
dream that people would be
shouting outright torrents of

LIES, LIES by the thousands
into every home and hearth
daily in our nation.

Private industry has every
right to disallow lying done on
a wholesale basis by the former
president.

Just the facts folks, we just
want the facts. Never before
has our nation been subjected
to such lies by such a twisted
group.

— Robert Walton
Chelmsford

You do the vaccine
shortage math

Any sixth grader learning re-
motely can do this math! Ac-
cording to the federal govern-

ment, Massachusetts has re-
ceived a little over 1,000,000
doses of the vaccine.

According to state statistics,
the state has administered
about 500,000 doses.

OK, take out your sixth grade
math books —
1,000,000–500,000=500,000
unaccounted for doses. So,
Massachusetts is sitting on
500,000 doses and all we hear
about it the “vaccine shortage.”

You do the math, how can
there be shortage with 500,000
doses sitting on the shelf? Our
government at work ... what a
bunch of BS!

— James Rourke
Townsend

This provides a significant
addition to the mount’s ex-
isting protected land.

The acquisition is part of a
land-protection effort sup-
ported by local and state
partners and generous do-
nors, according to a release
from the Trust.

Located just south of the
New Hampshire border in
the towns of Ashby and Ash-
burnham, 1,800-foot Mount
Watatic, due to its proximity
to Boston, spectacular views,
and the confluence of the
Midstate and Wapack trails,
is a popular destination for
hikers, hawk watchers and
other outdoor enthusiasts.

North County Land Trust
took the lead in coordinating
the $1.3 million financing for
this project. The Conserva-
tion Fund provided a low-in-
terest loan for a portion of
the purchase price, the
Fields Pond Foundation con-
tributed generously, and
NCLT friends and members,
as well as allies at the Ashby
Land Trust and Ashburnham
Conservation Trust, helped
spread the word and gave
significant donations.

Pending funding, NCLT
said it intends to transfer
186 acres to the Department
of Fish and Game and its Di-
vision of Fisheries and Wild-
life, adding to its land hold-
ings in the vicinity.

“NCLT will retain 15 acres
of property that will provide
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Editorial

By Ronnie Shows

In last November’s election,
American voters rejected the
divisiveness that plagues the
extremes of both political par-
ties.

We saw this when Joe Biden
campaigned as a political mod-
erate and outperformed Demo-
crats (who were tainted by ex-
treme policies like “defund the
police”) and Republicans out-
performed Donald Trump
(whose vicious attacks on his
enemies became the focus of
his administration).

Biden’s inaugural address
was pitch-perfect; making a
case for unity and civil dis-
course.

The new president is right
that we can have strong dis-
agreements on issues, without
demonizing our political oppo-
nents.

In fact, after getting the pan-
demic under control, I believe
our next greatest national chal-
lenge is healing our stark parti-
san divisions.

Over the last year, I have spo-
ken to many people who are
deeply upset that they can no
longer communicate with cer-
tain friends or loved ones who
have adopted extreme political
views or unhinged conspiracy
theories.

Indeed, the insurrectionist
violence at the U.S. Capitol was
a wake-up call for Republicans
that their rhetoric has become
too severe.

e don’t need an impeach-
ment trial in the Senate to
prove Donald Trump incited
that violence on Capitol Hill;
Sen. Mitch McConnell admitted
it on the Senate floor.

Yet no one, even the presi-

dent, is above the law.
Democrats and the new pres-

ident must lead from the center
and seek common ground
whenever possible.

It is my sincere hope that
Biden — and his Democratic al-
lies in the Congress — tone
down the rhetoric and the “us
versus them” mentality.

I am by no means implying
that Democrats cannot support
progressive policies.

Rather, we must be willing to
accept political compromises
and not vilify our opponents.

This also means Democrats
must reject the notion of “can-
cel culture.” After four years of
abuse from the Trump adminis-
tration, some Democrats think
now is the time to exact re-
venge on conservatives.

We must reject those urges.
Within days of President
Biden’s inauguration, one com-
mentator argued Fox News
should be illegal.

Recently, a media columnist
in the Washington Post called
the network a “hazard to our
democracy.”

These days, I could not dis-
agree more with Fox News. But
half the country gets their news
from conservative media, and
“canceling” a network will not
bring about the unification
President Biden is seeking.

Worse, efforts to stifle con-
servative viewpoints make Re-
publicans feel as if they under
attack for speaking their
minds.

When people are scared, they
are willing to support self-in-
terested political leaders who
stoke those fears as a path to
power. Case in point, I believe
many Republicans were willing
to overlook Trump’s worst
transgressions because he was

willing to stand up to the politi-
cally correct “woke” mob.

Democrats must also under-
stand that Trump’s nastiness
was not unique to Trump. The
so-called Bernie Bros — the on-
line, social-media gang that
overzealously supports pro-
gressive politicians and policies
with mean-spirited trolling —
are bad for both Democrats and
America. In last year’s Demo-
cratic presidential primary,
Sen. Elizabeth Warren withheld
her support for Sanders partly
because she and her supporters
felt the full brunt of the Bernie
Bros and their online attacks.

Apparently, many of the Ber-
nie Bros felt Warren’s candida-
cy split the progressive vote
and prevented Sanders from
winning the nomination. This
wasn’t accurate – many Demo-
crats who supported Warren
had reservations about Sand-
er’s electability.

Finally, I don’t believe Joe
Biden can heal this country
overnight. Rather, I am hopeful
President Biden can lead by ex-
ample, by refusing to engage in
the mean-spiritedness that has
plagued our national politics
and seek political compromises
by finding common ground
with conservatives. This also
means that Republicans must
stop with their over-the-top
rhetoric, admit Trump lost fair
and square, and resist partisan
urges to oppose Democrats at
every turn. If both parties act
responsibly, we can heal Ameri-
ca.

Ronnie Shows is a former
Democratic member of the
United States House of
Representatives from
Mississippi. He wrote this for
InsideSources.com.

I’m a Democrat, and I
oppose the cancel culture

Unification

Preserving more
open space

space for the collaborative
environmental education
and low impact outdoor ex-
periences which our organi-
zation values and for which
it is known,” NCLT Executive
Director Anna Wilkins said.

“Mount Watatic is a spe-
cial place and holds the
hearts of many. North Coun-
ty Land Trust could not have
achieved this goal without
the generosity of key donors,
hundreds of individuals, and
groups such as the Friends of
the Wapack Trail, Midstate
Trail Committee and many
more,” Wilkins said. The
property, which features a
mix of mature and young
forests, pastures, ponds, and
wetlands, provides critical
wildlife habitat and sanctu-
ary for the site’s biodiversity.
Hiking, hunting and other
nature-based recreation will
be allowed on the property,
according to the Trust.

NCLT owns seven other
conservation areas, includ-
ing the nearby Kirby Conser-
vation Area in Ashburnham.

We’re fortunate to have
forward-looking, conserva-
tion organizations like North
County Land Trust in our
midst, which work coopera-
tively with state agencies to
preserve the scenic beauty of
North Central Massachusetts
and the rest of the coveted
open space of the common-
wealth. We wish NCLT well
as it pursues its mission.

North County Land Trust, a Leominster-
based nonprofit 501(c)3 land conservation
organization, again made good on its
mission to conserve the farms, forests and
landscapes that define the character of
our region by recently purchasing more
than 200 acres on the south slope of
Mount Watatic.

the white stuff.
That’s white gold for near-

by Mount Wachusett. The
Princeton ski destination
certainly appreciated a blan-
ket of nature’s snow to com-
plement its snowmaking ef-
forts. Unfortunately, with
most public-school systems
delivering instruction re-
motely, students won’t be en-
joying the traditional snow
day. They must wait till
classes are dismissed to en-
joy the snowy bounty left on
our doorstep. And for those
of you not enthralled with
this winter wonderland? It’s
February in New England.
Deal with it.

Now it feels and looks like
winter. Aside from one de-
cent snowstorm in early De-
cember, this winter’s been a
fairly dull affair.

All that changed Monday
into Tuesday when a classic
nor’easter pummeled us
with a combination of heavy
snow and wind, a wakeup
call for everyone who’d been
lulled into believing we may
escape the rest of winter
without lifting a shovel or
using that snowblower.

And it looks like the Twin
Cities hit the snowfall jack-
pot, with Fitchburg and
Leominster both recording
at least a foot and a half of

Winter’s here
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